Laurens County Development Corporation

Board Meeting - Minutes
Tuesday, September 15, 2009
Attendees:

Steve West, Jeff Field, Rich D’Alberto, Josh Kay, Randy Garrett, Mayor John Carter, Richard Townsend, Mayor Sharon Brownlee, Jay Peay.
Staff:

Marvin Moss, Theresa Gille, Jon Coleman and Sandy Cruickshanks.
Guests:

Chuck Joye (Design South), Michael Metz (Design South), Hal Johnson (Upstate Alliance), Bob Simpson (CNNGA), and Harris Chewning (DOC).
Press:

Bristow Marchant (Clinton Chronicle), Rhonda Cruickshanks (WPCC), Corey Engle (The Advertiser), and Emil Finley (WLBG).

Minutes and Financials
Chairman Coleman asked the Board for a motion to approve the minutes from the August 18th meeting.  Randy Garrett made the motion to approve the minutes as presented and Josh Kay seconded the motion.  With no other exception, the minutes were approved without opposition.

Theresa Gille provided a review of the August budget and expenses.  With no questions, the financials were accepted as information.

Presentation by Design South
Mr. Mike Metz and Mr. Chuck Joye from Design South Professionals, Inc., an engineering firm located in Anderson, provided a slide show presentation of their business services and capabilities.  Design South also sponsored the Board luncheon.

Clinton Economic Development Corp. 
Josh Kay provided the update:

· Sewer lines are in and engineering on the parking lot has begun at the pharmacy school.
Laurens First Update 
Mayor Brownlee provided the update:

· A dedication of the new 100 yard, lighted football field at the city park was conducted on 09/14/09.
· Other projects at the city park are wrapping up.
Existing Business Update

Jon Coleman provided the update:

· Conducted 9 existing business visits since last meeting.
· Two companies are looking at expansion.
· A ribbon cutting ceremony for Unifor is scheduled for 9/22/09.
· Will attend a luncheon to unveil the Higher Ed Center’s new training program to enhance workforce technical and mechanical skills on 09/16/09.

· In process of putting together an industrial resource guide with contacts and information of industries.

· Partnering with the City of Fountain Inn to conduct an HR seminar in October.
· Working on an RFP to do a study on retail/commercial business.
Economic Development Update

Marvin Moss provided the update:

· 56 RFIs from Jan-Aug of 2008 and 45 RFIs from Jan-Aug of 2009, down 20%.

· Sources of RFIs:  Dept. of Commerce – 47%, Upstate Alliance – 33%, Internal – 18%.
· 7 no submits in 2008 and 12 no submits so far in 2009.  Increase is due to the county’s lack of large buildings in the 150K to 300K square feet range.
· Site visits from Jan-Aug of 2008 was 24.  Site visits from Jan-Aug of 2009 is 16, down 33% from last year.
· Two new companies announced, Force V and Unifor Aluminum Forgings, LLC.  One new company to be announced.
· American Titanium Works continues to move forward.  Ground breaking may take place after the first of 2010.

· Website has new industrial directory search engine.  

· Website now has Board member business logos on homepage.
· Working on a video for the LCDC homepage.

· Six LCDC electronic banners are on magazine sites such as Southern Business and Development and Southern Auto Corridor.com.
· To attend an Upstate Alliance marketing trip in October.
· To attend Upstate Alliance site consultant selection dinner on 09/17/09.
· To attend Upstate Alliance selection panel discussion on 10/15/09.
· Has conducted ED presentations to Laurens County, Clinton, City of Fountain Inn, and CPW.  Presentation in Laurens on is scheduled for 09/15/09.

· Planning annual meeting for LCDC Board and the boards of members in January.

· 2009 Labor survey is now available on website.
Upstate Alliance Update
Hal Johnson from Upstate Alliance provided an update of activities and events in the Upstate.  The target industry study is moving forward with the unveiling planned for late October.
Executive Committee Recommendations
· The Executive Committee recommended the approval of the updates made to the LCDC personnel manual.  Rich Di’Alberto motioned to approve the updates and Randy Garrett seconded the motion.  The updates were approved without opposition.
· The Executive Committee recommended that an invitation be extended to Piedmont Technical College to begin attending board meetings effective January 1, and pay $5,000 for the second half of the year.  However, Piedmont Technical College will not have voting privileges until full membership is established.  Steve West motioned to approve the recommendation and Rich Di’Alberto seconded the motion.  Without opposition, the recommendation was approved by the Board.

Other Business

Presbyterian College is forming the Confucius Institute and plans to unveil on 11/06/09.  The LCDC Board has been asked to sponsor the program.  Rich Di’Alberto motioned that pending legal approval, the Board will provide a $1,000 sponsorship to the Confucius Institute and the funds will come from the Futures Initiative.  Randy Garrett seconded the motion, which was approved without opposition.
With no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:07 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,

Theresa Gille
`


