Laurens County Development Corporation

Board Meeting - Minutes
Tuesday, June 16, 2009
Attendees:

Tom Hardy, Ernie Segars, Rich D’Alberto, Bill Griswold, Jeff Field, Steve West, Mayor Brownlee, Jay Peay, Mayor Carter.
Staff:

Marvin Moss, Theresa Gille, Jon Coleman and Sandy Cruickshanks.
Visitors:

Richard Blackwell (Upstate Alliance), Bristow Marchant (Clinton Chronicle), Rhonda Cruickshanks (WPCC), Billy Dunlap (GoLaurens.com).
In Chairman Coleman’s absence, Vice Chair, Jeff Field called the meeting to order at 12:03 p.m. and also gave the invocation.  
Mayor Brownlee made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Rich D’Alberto seconded the motion.
Minutes and Financials
Vice Chair Field asked the Board for a motion to approve the minutes from the May 19th meeting.  Bill Griswold made the motion to approve the minutes as presented and Jay Peay seconded the motion.  With no other exception, the minutes were approved without opposition.

Theresa Gille provided a review of May’s budget and expenses.  With no questions, the financials were accepted as information.

Strategic Plan Update
Theresa Gille provided the update:
· Staff work plans were developed using strategic action plan.

· Staff to take immediate action on priority areas as stated on work plans. 
Clinton Economic Development Corp. – No update
Laurens First Update 
Mayor Brownlee provided the update:

· Still working on a grant from Washington for the water and sewer project.
· Final reading on the budget, which stands at 5.7 million.
· The City Park road and parking lot will be closed for paving.  
· Shops on Main is progressing.
· Still meeting with housing developers.

· The City is in the process of purchasing property on 221, the back corridor of the square downtown.
· Continuing recycling efforts.
Existing Business Update

Jon Coleman provided the update:

· Visited seven existing businesses.
· Two existing businesses are considering expansion.

· Conducted another CEO Roundtable.
· To attend the Retail/Commercial Committee meeting on Thursday, June 18th.

· Attended Workforce Development Board meeting.
Economic Development Update

Marvin Moss provided the update:

· 8 RFIs in May, 3 of which were call centers and 4 were no submits.  
· A total of 27 RFI’s for the year.
· Virtual Spec building is moving forward.
· Marketing mailing to consultants in July.

· Attending NPE tradeshow with Upstate Alliance in Chicago and possibly visit with ATW.
· Working on a Master Plan for website.  Developing conceptual plans for Piedmont Industrial, Power South, and Joanna South.
Nominating Committee
The Nominating committee participants were Ernie Segars, Mayor Carter, and Roger Case.  The Committee met on June 11th and submits that the current officers, Jim Coleman, Chairman, Jeff Field, Vice Chair, Josh Kay, Treasurer, and Randy Garrett, Secretary, serve through the 2009-2010 year.  
Sandy Cruickshanks opened the floor to any other nomination or a motion to close the nomination.  Steve West motioned to close the nomination and Tom Hardy seconded the motion.  The nomination was closed without opposition.
Budget Review
Theresa Gille updated the Board on adjustments made to several line items on the 2009-2010 budget, which did not affect the totals of the previously approved budget.
No July Board Meeting – Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, August 18th, 2009.
Approval of Lease Agreement – A new lease agreement was drawn up between the Chamber and LCDC.  Ernie Segars motioned to approve the new lease agreement and Bill Griswold seconded the motion.
Other Business

With no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:57 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,

Theresa Gille
`


