Laurens County Development Corporation

Board Meeting - Minutes
Tuesday, February 16, 2010
Attendees:

Stan Bryson, Roger Case, Jim Coleman, Rich D’Alberto, Russ Emerson, Bill Griswold, Josh Kay, Mayor John R. Carter, Mayor Sharon Brownlee, Jay Peay, Ernie Segars, Richard Townsend, and Steve West.
Staff:

Marvin Moss, Theresa Gille, Jon Coleman and Sandy Cruickshanks.
Guests:

Martha Albergotti (Dept. of Commerce).
Press:

Rhonda Cruickshanks (WPCC), Corey Engle (The Advertiser), Stan Stone and Billy Dunlap (GoLaurens), Emil Finley (WLBG), Nick Herman (Clinton Chronicle).
Minutes and Financials
Chairman Coleman asked the Board for a motion to approve the minutes from the November 17, 2009 meeting.  Josh Kay made the motion to approve the minutes as presented and Bill Griswold seconded the motion.  With no other exception, the minutes were approved without opposition.

Theresa Gille provided a review of the November, December, and January budgets and expenses.  With no questions, the financials were accepted as information.

NOTE:  The Board did not meet in December 2009 or January 2010.  LCDC hosted its first annual meeting on January 14, 2010, in place of the regular Board meeting.
Clinton Economic Development Corp. 
Josh Kay provided the update:

· SCDOT has contracted with Threlko to begin clearing the Frontage Road on March 1, 2010.  The project is slated to be complete by May 2011.
· The pharmacy school has received about 650 applications for 80 available slots. 
· The school has hired 16 faculty members and plan to hire 3 more before the school opens.
· Construction/renovations of the pharmacy school should be finished by May 2010.
· The first round of 18 to 21 apartments should be available for students in July 2010.
Laurens First Update 
Mayor Brownlee provided the update:

· Recycling center is still in the works.
· Minor renovations are planned for the police and fire stations.
· The shops at the Wal-Mart supercenter are starting to open.
· PRTC will have a grand opening of its high-tech store on March 1st, in the Wal-Mart shopping center.
Existing Business Update
Jon Coleman provided the update:

· Two companies in Fountain Inn announced expansions:  Dispozo and Fisher Barton.
· Retail project at the old Wal-Mart building is still working on financing.
· To attend ICSC convention in Charlotte, NC in March.
· The first quarter CEO Roundtable was hosted by and held at Norbord.  

· Ceramtec unveiled its new line on January 12th.   The expansion was announced back in 2008.

· Teknor Apex has one of two new lines up and running and in the process of installing the second line.  The expansion was announced last year.
Economic Development Update

Marvin Moss provided the update:
· Received six new RFIs and four site visits to date.
· American Titanium Works is still working on financing.

· Roy Katz, VP of Richloom, is named Economic Ambassador of Laurens County for 2009.

· Recertification of the Thomason II site should be completed by the end of March.
· BP Barber is performing wetlands determination on Joanna South, Copeland Stone and Fleming Smith sites.
· Benita Madden attended a GIS seminar in Columbia in February.
Update on the Trip to Washington DC
Chairman Coleman provided the update:
· Kinghorn and Associates organized the trip to Washington DC the first week of February.

· In attendance were Josh Kay, Jeff Field, Ernie Segars, Dale Satterfield, Marvin Moss and Jim Coleman.
· The group visited two agencies:

1. Commerce Department, EDA

2. HUD, Community Planning and Development Congressional Branch Division

· The group met with Senators Jim DeMint and Lindsey Graham and Congressman Bob Inglis.  Congressman Gresham Barrett was not in his office, but the group did meet with a staff member.

· The group presented four priority projects and one additional project while in Washington DC:

1. Water – City of Clinton Raw Water Line replacement:  Estimated $1 million.

2. Sewer – Lake Greenwood/Hwy 72 South Collection System Expansion:  Estimated $500,000.

3. Transportation – Widening of Wells Road:  Estimated $1 million.

4. Law Enforcement – Creation of a crime scene investigative unit for two cities and the County.

5. Additional project – A water line from the city of Laurens to the where the new ATW plant will be and tying it back in towards Laurens High School. 
Investor Update
Theresa Gille provided the update:
· LCDC has received $9,550 from 17 investors to date since launching the marketing fundraiser in January.
Project IBIS Update – (Waste recycling facility, WNT)
Mr. Coleman provided the update:

· A public meeting was held on Saturday, January 30, 2010, in Joanna, SC.
· Mr. Coleman released a statement to the press last week regarding the project.
· Any negative information has not been substantiated.

· LCDC and the County will continue research and perform due diligence on this project.
Announcement by Rich D’Alberto of LCHCS

The hospital will break ground in December 2010 on a $15 million dollar building project for a new emergency department and a women’s center.  
With no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,

Theresa Gille
`


