Laurens County Development Corporation

Board Meeting - Minutes
Tuesday, March 16, 2010
Attendees:

Richard Townsend, Josh Kay, Russ Emerson, Stan Bryson, Ernie Segars, Jim Coleman, Mayor John R. Carter, Rich D’Alberto, Randy Garrett, Greg Alexander, Steve West, Bill Griswold, and Roger Case.
Staff:

Marvin Moss, Theresa Gille, Jon Coleman and Sandy Cruickshanks.
Press:

Rhonda Cruickshanks (WPCC), Corey Engle (The Advertiser), Nick McCormac (Clinton Chronicle).
Minutes and Financials
Chairman Coleman asked the Board for a motion to approve the minutes from the meeting on February 16, 2010.  Bill Griswold made the motion to approve the minutes as presented and Stan Bryson seconded the motion.  With no other exception, the minutes were approved without opposition.

Theresa Gille provided a review of the expenses and budget for month ending February 28, 2010.  With no questions, the financials were accepted as information.

Clinton Economic Development Corp. 
Russ Emerson and Josh Kay provided the update:

· Ground breaking has begun on the Frontage Road.
· Ground breaking to begin on March 22nd on the new apartments in downtown Clinton. Harry Agnew to build 18-20 apartments in phase one. 
· Work on the pharmacy school is progressing and the school should open in May 2010.  First group of accepted students to be admitted in August 2010.
Laurens First Update 
Richard Townsend provided the update:

· Ground breaking has begun at the recycling center.  
· Laurens is switching from a city provided trash pickup service to a commercial provided pickup service effective March 1st.
· Verizon has opened a new store.
· Laurens needs to work on attracting new restaurants.
Existing Business Update
Jon Coleman provided the update:

· Visited six (6) existing business in February.
· Duke Energy provided a grant to assist with the Teknor Apex project.  27 temps at Teknor Apex will go fulltime once project is complete.
· Conducted 1st quarter CEO Roundtable @ Norbord in February.

· Attended SCEDA on February 23rd with Marvin Moss.
· Attended first LinkLaurens, new young professional group, event on March 11th at the Chamber offices.  There were about 50 in attendance.
· Retail/commercial committee met on March 7th.

· To attend ICSC in Charlotte, NC on March 22nd.

Economic Development Update

Marvin Moss provided the update:
· Scheduling additional GIS training for Benita Madden in April.
· Upstate Alliance has hired a new inside sales person to do sales calls and follow-ups on leads.
· Thomason II site has been submitted to the State for recertification.
· McCallum Sweeney is now involved with site recertification for the state.
· Meeting with two marketing companies to get quotes on improving marketing flyers and information on social media.
· Upstate Alliance to meet with LCDC regarding marketing strategies.

· LCDC website has a tracking system is in place to see traffic accessed from banners.
· To attend Upstate Alliance meeting at BMW on March 17th.

· 9 RFI’s and 5 site visits so far this year.

· A few large prospective looking at Laurens County.
· Unemployment rate in the County increased in January.
Retail Study Presentation
Jon Coleman presented data from the Retail Market Study:
· Laurens County is anticipated to have a small increase in population while about 1/3 of the mirror counties expect a decline in population.

· The retail analysis gap shows a high demand for automobile sales, restaurants, and gasoline.

Other Business
· Upstate Alliance Target Industry presentation on March 29th at Higher Education Center.

With no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:08 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,

Theresa Gille
`


