Laurens County Development Corporation

Board Meeting - Minutes
Tuesday, August 18, 2009
Attendees:

Jim Coleman, Tom Hardy, Ernie Segars, Rich D’Alberto, Bill Griswold, Josh Kay, Steve West, Mayor Brownlee, Jay Peay, Russ Emerson, Roger Case, Richard Townsend, and Randy Garrett.
Staff:

Marvin Moss, Theresa Gille, and Jon Coleman.
Visitors:

Representative Mark Willis, Theo Lane (Duke Energy), Richard Blackwell (Upstate Alliance), Sam Leaman (Upper Savannah), and Melissa Patterson (DOC).
Press:

Bristow Marchant (Clinton Chronicle), Rhonda Cruickshanks (WPCC), Corey Engle (The Advertiser), and Emil Finley (WLBG).

Minutes and Financials
Mr. Coleman asked the Board for a motion to approve the minutes from the June 16th meeting.  Josh Kay made the motion to approve the minutes as presented and Randy Garrett seconded the motion.  With no other exception, the minutes were approved without opposition.

Theresa Gille provided a review of July’s budget and expenses.  With no questions, the financials were accepted as information.

Chairman Coleman provided an update of Owings Industrial Park.  The house has been removed, the property has been maintained and the sign is updated.

Strategic Plan Update
Theresa Gille provided the update:
· The staff has completed the following action items:
· Updated Industrial Directory 

· Placed ads in national magazines

· Updated website with additional language translations

· Link to LCDC is on County’s website
· Completion of virtual spec building

· Published first quarterly newsletter

· Recertification of Owings Industrial Park

· Completed conceptual site plans for Joanna South, Piedmont Industrial and Powers South

· Developed a FILOT database for County Auditor

· Created a map showing existing industry headquarters

· Formed BRE team to support existing industry efforts
· Reviewed and updated personnel manual

· Applied for grant to certify/SEER a site

· LCDC ended 2008-2009 year under budget by $32,437.54

Clinton Economic Development Corp. 
Josh Kay provided the update:

· Frontage Road work is progressing.  DOT to let bid for the road.
· Pharmacy school work is moving forward and is scheduled to open in August 2010.

· Three multi-housing and two single housing projects are in the works.

Laurens First Update 
Mayor Brownlee provided the update:

· There is a potential buyer for Wal-Mart building.
· Work on Laurens Park is almost complete.  
Existing Business Update

Jon Coleman provided the update:

· Met with Clemson regarding a countywide marketing analysis.

· Visited 15 existing businesses.
· Met with Marvin and existing industries regarding possible “short-term” training program.
· To attend the ICSC convention in Atlanta, Ga. in October.
· Attended DOC’s business forum on August 6, to discuss development of soft skills program.
· Unifor is moving into the old Sofa Express building.  Working with Unifor and Koerber to put in a service road.

· Unifor to hold international sales meeting in Laurens County.  Talking with Unifor to possibly do a ribbon cutting ceremony during that time.

Economic Development Update

Marvin Moss provided the update:

· 7 site visits for July.  A total of 14 site visits for the year.  
· 11 RFI’s in July, 44 for the year.
· Two projects previously on hold have been reactivated.
· Received written commitment from Project Beanstalk, which is to locate in Clinton.
· Attended NPE tradeshow in Chicago with Upstate Alliance.
· Fitesa has announced their partnership with Fiberweb.
· American Titanium Works is still moving forward.  Ground breaking may take place the first part of 2010.

· Using four internet banners to advertise.

· Over 134, 000 pages have been viewed on website since July.

· Article in Business Facilities focusing on distribution.

· Conducted two presentations on the selection process of ATW.
Mr. Coleman added that the construction work on Highway 76 is due to the LCWSC sewer project and that Highway 221 North will be made into four lanes between now and next summer.  

Bill Griswold, with PRTC, announced that PRTC’s Board has approved a third generation wireless technology build out for most of Laurens County by January 2010.  3G technology provides wireless broadband and PRTC is working in conjunction with AT&T on this project.

Award presentation

Representative Mark Willis presented an award to Marvin Moss and the LCDC staff from the Laurens County Delegation in recognition of LCDC’s efforts in economic development.
New member discussion
Marvin Moss stated that Piedmont Tech has expressed an interest in joining LCDC.  The Board decided to put this matter to the Executive Committee.

With no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:08 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,

Theresa Gille
`


